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The Kurn Hattin Charitable Gift Annuity gives you the opportunity to make a charitable do-
nation of cash, stocks or bonds while you receive generous fixed income payments for life. Any 
remaining balance will help support Kurn Hattin. 

The minimum contribution is $10,000, and the minimum age is 65. Additional charitable gift 
annuities may be acquired at any time. A gift annuity contribution is irrevocable.

BENEFITS OF A  

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY:

•	 The opportunity to help children

•	 Charitable tax deduction

•	 Guaranteed income for life

•	 Attractive rate of return

•	 Partially tax-free income

•	 Income for one or two annuitants

To learn more about the Kurn Hattin Charitable 

Gift Annuity and for a personal illustration,  

please contact Connie Sanderson, Director  

of Development, at 802-721-6963  

or csanderson@kurnhattin.org.

A  B E T T E R  I N V E S T M E N T

Friendship

Friendship is like rings  
connected to each other.

Friendship is trusting 
one another.

Friendship is help-
ing one another with 
anything  
they need.

Friendship is being 
grouped together.

Friendship is Kurn 
Hattin.
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Planned giving is one of the best ways to ensure Kurn Hattin’s mission 
to help children in need. An exciting giving option allows you to invest 
in two futures: yours and that of generations of boys and girls to come.



J O H N  WAT S O N  
Executive Director, 1963-1977
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School Principal, Scott Tabachnick and Director of 
Residential Services, Karen Lansberry are proud of 
the very successful and fulfilling year that resulted 
in all the best for the children. The level of com-
mitment and care is much rewarded in this heartfelt 
farewell given by graduating Valedictorian Scarlett 
Stanhope at Graduation Ceremony on June 9, 2012.

No matter where life takes us, we must remember “not to be sad because it’s over, but smile be-
cause it happened” (Dr. Seuss). We all know there are the happy tears and sad tears, but it seems 
that we relate most tears to sadness. I heard that if the first tear falls from your right eye, it’s a 
tear of joy and if it’s from the left eye, it’s the exact opposite. Usually when we are feeling mixed 
emotions, sadness overpowers the rest, but on a day like today, the happiness we feel for each 
other will equally balance the tears. I believe that it is possible for us to shed tears of joy and 
sadness from both eyes and it may be this way for years to come.

We grew together as a class and as a family. We bonded with time because time is something you 
can’t change. Throughout this year we made a book, one that has spoken to the hearts and minds 
of many of us. We developed a hard cover made up of our own individual lives, sealed together 
by Kurn Hattin. Each page is made up of all the days we spent together, while in the back of our 
minds we all knew that this day would come. Each page is filled with words, pictures and memo-
ries that will remain in our hearts no matter where we go. We bound all of it together with an 
unbreakable thread of tears. Tears from our left eyes and tears from our right eyes. Then we made 
a case. One that can never be worn down or shattered. It is made up of love. Love for each other 
that has developed throughout years of being here.

Deciding to come here seven years ago changed my life. My time at Kurn Hattin is one that I will 
remember forever. The people, who helped me through hard times, loved me through the painful 
ones and laughed with me through all the rest. These are the people in my life that I consider my 
family. My brothers and sisters who will travel with me in spirit when we are apart. Then, there 
is the staff. The houseparents, the teachers, those working in the offices, on the grounds and our 
many volunteers. Everyone here cares and has helped many of us on our journey to this day, 
including the ones that have left along the way. These are the people we will have in our memo-
ries and can look back on and remember the times, good and bad. This is what I want for the next 
class and all the classes to come. I wish you all luck, whether your 8th grade year ends at Kurn 
Hattin or somewhere else. 

To the 8th grade class, we will all go our separate ways; we wish each other luck and love and 
will never forget each other. We will always be connected because of this moment and this year. 
We have become one, so I know it will be hard separating and leaving this special place many 
of us have called home. We have to remember that until you spread your wings, you will have no 
idea how far you can fly. As long as there is love, we will have each other and we will find a way 
through life together. Thank you and congratulations to the 8th grade Class of 2012.

S C H O O L  A N D 
R E S I D E N T I A L LifeRemembering

Former Executive Director, John Watson, passed away on February 15, 2012. 

On March 17th my wife, Julie and I traveled to Fayetteville, NY for his memo-

rial service and to visit with his wife, Priscilla.

In the September, 1976 Bulletin John wrote,

I have resigned my position as Director effective at the end of this December, 

1976. My association with Kurn Hattin dates back to January, 1941, but was 

interrupted by four years of military service and six years in the administration 

of Yale University. I will have concluded about fourteen years as Director when 

my resignation becomes effective. My reasons imply no dissatisfaction with the 

Trustees and Executive Committee for they have always been most supportive, 

understanding, friendly, and ready to give me as much time and consideration 

to our problems as I have requested. During my administration there have been 

far-reaching program and physical changes, most of them thoroughly interde-

pendent. I do not propose to provide an inventory of these changes, although 

that might be interesting, because they have been related piecemeal in previous 

reports and in Bulletin editorials of the past several years. They have estab-

lished the direction and tone of this organization for the near and, in some 

instances, for the distant future. My feeling is that it is time for another person 

to pick up the torch and hold it high.

John and Priscilla will always hold a special place in my heart. They hired me 

right out of college as a classroom teacher. Today, I look back forty years later 

thankful that they provided me with a tremendous opportunity.

I have truly enjoyed my job and as John was, I am ready to have another indi-

vidual pick up the torch and hold it high.
~ Christopher W. Barry 

 Executive Director 



“Family is everything to me,” 
Shirley smiled brilliantly. “They 
always come first,” she added 
while drinking from her Kurn 
Hattin coffee mug, slices of her 
homemade coffee cake in front 
of both of us at her home in 
Florence, Massachusetts. Shir-
ley Bacon Doyle, Class of 1949 
enthusiastically began to tell me 
about her remembrances and 
values learned while being raised 
at Kurn Hattin Homes. 

Learning about the importance 
of family came from her stay at 

Warner Home in Saxtons River where the girls lived. All the girls had chores which changed 
monthly: make the beds, clean the floors, wash the clothes and do the cooking. “All the food 
came from the farm.” HOME MADE ROLLS. All the alumni from that era remember the 
homemade rolls. 

The holidays were extra special and the girls were allowed to ask for 10 items, if not too ex-
travagant, which they wanted or needed. She remembers getting all ten! Many of the knitted 
and other items came from the community at large including local church groups, the Nation-
al Society of New England Women NSNEW, and the Daughters of the American Revolution 
DAR. Ski boots came from Dunham Brothers in Brattleboro, Vermont. Shirley showed me a 
gold and opal ring she still has which was given to her when she was in the eighth grade. The 
community has always been very generous to the Kurn Hattin children.

Growing up at Kurn Hattin included taking piano lessons and being reprimanded for breaking 
rules. She broke her share. The rules and reprimands were strict then and Shirley remembers 
not being allowed to knit or sew on Sundays. “If you were caught breaking this rule you had 
to stand in line in the dark. Things certainly are much different now. You could read on Sun-
day, and that’s often what we did as well as the cooking. In high school, if you wanted to go 
on a date with a boy (to go see a movie in town), the boy had to come to Kurn Hattin and be 
interviewed by the three house mothers: Miss Ward, Miss Jeff and Miss Bishop. If after the 
interviews, they didn’t like him, you couldn’t go out,” Shirley recalls with a smile. She was 
caught kissing a local boy and had to wash the gymnasium floor for her transgressions. She 
would have had to miss the upcoming Halloween dance because of it, but Mr. Mayo, Direc-
tor of the Homes, insisted she go because they were short girls for the dance. “Things were 
strict but also gentle. Missing the long-awaited dance would have been a true regret.” Shirley 
sighed then grinned when she remembered, “We were served tripe for dinner one night. I 
tried to flush mine down the toilet, but it clogged it up. They had to call some boys over from 
the Westminster campus to fix it. The next night we were served tripe again.”

“My favorite memory is the friendships I had with my Kurn Hat-
tin sisters. They were my family. I loved all the house mothers. 
Miss Ward made my wedding cake when I married. Miss Jeff 
gave me a corsage to wear and sat in as my mother. I learned how 
to take care of a home and be a good wife and mother. Everything 
I learned has helped me throughout my life.” 

Shirley continued to live at Kurn Hattin throughout high school 
in Bellows Falls because there was no other home for her to go to as her mother had died 
when she was just two and she had lived in foster homes until Kurn Hattin. Living at Kurn 
Hattin after the 8th grade was quite common at that time. After high school, she went to 
nursing school in Northampton, Massachusetts and met the man of her dreams and married 
him a year later. “She’s quite the lady. A lot of it is from how she was raised at Kurn Hattin,” 
remarked Shirley’s husband, Ed. Shirley added, “I work as a dental hygienist. We have two 
children and grandchildren. We’re a close family. I took the values I learned and they made 
me a happy and productive person. I always tell everyone that I am a Kurn Hattin girl. I’m 
very proud to be one.” 

~ Kim Fine, Senior Development Officer
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A LWAY S  C O M E S  F I R S TFamily

P O S T E D  O N  A L U M N I  O F 
K U R N  H AT T I N  H O M E S 
FAC E B O O K  G R O U P

I can’t believe it’s only been 3 years since I graduated. I want to thank all the 
people who helped me get to where I am today. So first, I’d like to thank Mr. 
Fahner because without him, I don’t know where I would be right now. Second I’d 
like to thank Ms. Amber and Ms. Sara for being the best houseparents and all of 
my teachers, especially Mr. Fontaine and Mrs. Lisai for always believing in me.  
I would also like to thank Mrs. Bianconi for letting me show my talents. Lastly I’d 
like to thank Ms. A for always being there when I needed some advice and Mr. B 
for keeping me in line. Kurn Hattin isn’t just a school, it’s a big family and I’m so 
glad I got to be a part of it.                                          ~ Shania Robin Caswell ’09

I just want to say thanks to all the people who helped me when I attended Kurn 
Hattin and a huge thanks to Mr. Fahner for always believing in his students and 
helping them reach their goals. This is an amazing school that can lead you in 
only the best directions…honestly, it’s not even a school…it’s a family.                                                                                     
                                                                                             ~ Caleb Dionne ’09

5
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I would like to take this opportunity to share 
a few changes that have occurred in Health 
Services. At the beginning of the 2011-2012 
school year, My coworker and I split our 
shifts. In the past, we had always worked 
the same hours from 7:30am to 3:30pm. I 
continue to work those hours, while she now 
starts her day at noon and ends at 8:00pm. 
The reason for the change is to better meet the 
children’s needs. The houseparents have 10 or 
eleven children to care for and having a nurse 
available for longer hours to assess, treat and 
care for a child during this extended time is 
a big help and provides the best continuity of 
services for all the children. When a child is 
ill, he or she is able to rest and recover in the 
Wellness Center and then go directly to bed 
at the cottage when the houseparent is putting 
the other children to bed. There’s a longer 
period of uninterrupted rest for the child and 
therefore faster healing. This was so impor-
tant when several children came down with 
the flu this past winter. The nurses also visit 
the houseparents at dinner for a medical update and take preventive measures should a child 
be on the cusp of an illness. On the whole, it saves the children’s families and Kurn Hattin 
funds they may have spent on treatment later. The houseparents are also now able to give 
the children, who take prescribed medications, their medications at the cottages. And these 
medications are now more conveniently managed in blister packs and recorded on medication 
record sheets exactly like the sheets that hospitals use. This process has made the medication 
system flow so much more efficiently for both nursing and the houseparents. The children’s 
families also like this new system. We strive to provide the children with the safest, most  
caring, and nurturing ways to ensure their best physical and emotional health. 

~ Eileen C. Brown, RN 
 Director of Health Services

Some might ask, what exactly is kinship care? Well it is a fast growing way of life for many 
families. Kinship care is the guardianship and/or care of a family member’s child. Many 
grandparents, aunts, uncles or close family friends are finding this to be a necessity due to 
unforeseen challenges arising within their lives. Many medical and personal circumstances 
make it impossible for a parent to meet their child’s needs. When this happens, kinship care 
comes into play.

Kurn Hattin has seen an increase in the number of inquiries and applications received from 
family members providing care for their extended family members. Life changes rather 
quickly when, all of a sudden, you find yourself parenting again. Now your life circles around 
the needs of a child who has school, basketball, ballet, piano lessons, and most importantly, 
love and stability. No longer is it a matter of just going to work and coming home to relax. 
There are dinner, homework, parent/teacher conferences and play dates! You ask yourself,” 
How did I ever do this?” You may think, “There’s a reason people have children when they’re 
young!”

I receive many phone calls from family members providing kinship care. Out of love, they 
pick up the phone and begin to consider Kurn Hattin as a possible solution. They want what 
is best for their family, and are not sure that is what they are providing. When they realize 
how actively they can be involved in the Kurn Hattin program and their love ones’ lives, all 
of a sudden there’s a sense of hope–an answer to their concerns. Their loved ones will be pro-
vided with an excellent education, vast extracurricular activities and a loving and structured 
environment, which can include them.

Maybe you know of a family that would find Kurn Hattin to be helpful, due to a similar situa-
tion. If so, please don’t hesitate to mention we are here. I enjoy sharing information regarding 
Kurn Hattin’s amazing program and would welcome them to come and visit our campus to 
see for themselves how we can be of assistance

~ Darlene Pecor, 
Admissions and Family Outreach Associate

 
K I N S H I P

F R O M  T H E  
F L O R A  H .  M O R R I L L  L A  C L A I RCare Wellness Center
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Springtime is travel 
time for the Kurn 
Hattin jazz band and 
choir. This year’s 
trips took the children 
to local performances 
and to Burlington, 
Vermont, northern 
New Jersey and 
Mount Kisco, New 
York. A beautiful 

Sunday morning in April found the children at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Burlington, where 
they performed a selection of songs and hymns they had been rehearsing all year. Church members and 
Father Lance Harlow have been active supporters of Kurn Hattin’s Healthy Children Fund. At the New 
Jersey and New York concerts the Jazz Band also had a chance to shine, and toes were tapping when 
they broke into “A Little Bit of Latin.” During the New York trip, the students enjoyed a Japanese buffet, 
a trip on the Staten Island ferry to visit the Statue of Liberty, and an exciting evening at Medieval Times, 
where the children participated in jousting, and had to eat with their hands! A big thank you to the sup-
porters of these trips, and to Roseann Rutherford for her help arranging the Mount Kisco event.

Horses are our teachers. Kurn Hattin horses come in all shapes, sizes and personalities, just like our 
children. They say that horses are prey animals and people are predators. Why would a horse trust a 
predator? The children learn skills to begin to build a relationship with their horse. From this, partner-
ships begin. This bond helps children find feelings of empathy, confidence, leadership, focus, respon-
sibility and so much more. These emotions and skills are with the children throughout their lives. The 
riders must be focused on their balance and movement. When the children ride, they know how their 
bodies affect the horse’s body and emotions. With expert guidance, our horses are happy to help our 
children learn to ride. “Kurn Hattin has given me an obsession and that obsession is horses whether 

that is riding them or just spend-
ing time with them. Working with 
horses is better therapy than talk-
ing. Riding horses is like a breath 
of fresh air after being locked up 
for awhile. The horse program has 
done so much for me, academically 
and mentally. My first year at Kurn 
Hattin has filled me with many 
memories. I made good friends, 
and one amazing friend. Kurn  
Hattin has brought me to many 
new places.” -Krysta Gottfried,  
7th Grade

Every year the cottages of Kurn Hattin 
Homes plan end of the year cottage 
trips. Woodhull Cottage, over the 
years, has made trips to Boston to ride 
the Duck Tour, visit the Salem Witch 
Museum, and other places of inter-
est that are voted on by the girls and 
the houseparents. This year Woodhull 
Cottage visited beautiful Look Memo-
rial Park in Florence, Massachusetts 
and spent the day having a picnic 
lunch, riding the steamer train, and enjoying the pedal boats. The park is very scenic and offers many fun 
activities. Kim Fine from the Development Office joined the Cottage for the train ride and took pictures 
of everyone having lots of fun. After leaving the park in the Kurn Hattin blue bus, the group stopped at 
the Bridge of Flowers in Shelburne Falls and walked across to take in all the beauty and fragrance of the 
flowers that were in bloom. By then, it was dinnertime, so they drove along the Mohawk Trail to their 
chosen dinner spot and the children’s all time favorite, McDonald’s. The day concluded with ice cream 
treats and big smiles. The cottage trips are always memorable.

On June 2, we celebrated the most amazing Kurn Hattin Day and Annual Alumni Meeting. The great 
energy from the alumni gathering resonated throughout the entire day, and everyone raved about the 
children, the wonderful campus and tours, the performance, and the sumptuous luncheon. Jacky Clark 
Goodrich’44 was celebrated for her 23 years of service as Alumni Association Treasurer and Christo-
pher Barry, Executive Director for his 40 years of service to the Homes. Graduates from 70 years ago 
to just last year came to celebrate. The children are all so talented and well behaved and always do us 
proud. It’s a pleasure to share our home with our alumni and supporters.

Photo provided by Clayton “Skinny” Russell, Class of 1942. Can you identify anyone in this picture?

Album  
K U R N  H AT T I N



10

NSNEW Green Mountains Colony hosted  
President General, Mrs. Linda Brown Jones and 
Mrs. Clarice Shaw Historian General of Virginia 
at Kurn Hattin Homes on May 16. After a tour 
of the campus and a nice luncheon, they were 
treated to a special concert by the Kurn Hattin Jazz 
Ensemble and Select Choir. The National Society 
of New England Women is very generous to Kurn 
Hattin in so many ways. They began an endow-
ment fund at Kurn Hattin in 1950 with a $10,000 
contribution, In later years, they established the 
Library Fund, along with the Extended Care Fund 

which is used for needs of children who have graduated from the Homes. Kurn Hattin was honored 
that Elaine Bowen, President of the Green Mountains Colony and former Senior Development Officer 
at Kurn Hattin, chose to host Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Shaw at the Homes. Pictured (l-r) are NSNEW 
Historian General, Clarice Shaw and President General, Linda Brown Jones holding Virginia-themed 
table decorations made in art class by the 7th and 8th children.

Kurn Hattin is fortunate to have a large naturally seeding, forested campus. Kurn Hattin Trustee and 
retired Vice President of Cersosimo Lumber Company, Gary Carrier is working on a project with 
George Weir, consulting forester to prepare a section of the Kurn Hattin woods for timber sale. Good 
stewardship of our land means taking care of the timber-cutting the mature wood to make room for the 
growth underneath. The children have been studying and learning along the way. When the timber is 
harvested it will result in income for Kurn Hattin, improve the woods and leave new trails for hiking, 
cross-country skiing and horse backing riding.

On Wednesday, February 29th, Kurn Hattin unveiled 
its new mission statement at an all school assembly. 
It was an inspirational gathering. Our new mission 
statement: Kurn Hattin Homes Transforms the Lives 
of Children and Their Families Forever. One student 
shared: “Kurn Hattin is the ladder to get you down 
from the roof; it’s the floaty when you can’t swim; it’s 
the backup copy of an important paper. It’s here, in all 
of us. It’s the bandage that holds our lives together.” 
Another student: “Kurn Hattin has found a place in 
my heart, making it not just a school, but a home. 
I’ve changed so much I don’t even recognize myself.” 
Kristy Trujillo, Class of 1986 wrote this on Facebook 
after reading a post about the new mission statement, 
“Wow, reading this made me cry, this describes Kurn 
Hattin so wonderfully. It did change me and my family 
forever. The best memories of my childhood were made 
there with some of the most amazing brothers and sis-
ters that I will always have. Kurn Hattin is still in my 
heart and all the boys and girls are still my brothers 
and sisters, even after 25 years. I love Kurn Hattin.”

The Kurn Hattin School Farm Program was fortunate to have many helping hands this semester. The 
children worked with Liz Kenton from UVM Extension on dissection of flowers. The different parts of 
the flowers were removed and taped onto a piece of paper and then labeled. Four of the science classes 

helped Farm Manager, 
Patrick Barry start 
seeds. The seeds ranged 
from bright flowers to 
an assortment of veg-
etables. The students 
took the seed trays 
down to the greenhouse 
where they were cared 
for until planting day. 
Price Chopper’s Golub 
Foundation also gave a 
grant in support of the 
School Farm Program.

Album  
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F E AT U R I N G  T H E  C R E AT I V E  G I F T S  O F 
O U R  S T U D E N T S  PA S T  A N D  P R E S E N TEmerging

Before this school, I didn’t have a plan for my life. It was like I was on a 
train riding through space on invisible tracks. I was endlessly wandering on 
those tracks with no signs to direct me on which way to go. Suddenly, all the 
transparent forces of the world came together as one. After coming to Kurn 
Hattin, my world and character changed. My future was beginning to form. 
My once invisible track became a thick steel bar that could not be broken and 
was always supported.

~ An excerpt from a personal narrative written by Scarlett Stanhope, Grade 8
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Baseball season is in full swing. I’m a fan-have been since the 50s. I just love 
how baseball is all about just trying to get home.

I have a friend who says she was born on third base–she is an American, has a 
loving family who have grounded her with faith and a moral compass, a good 
education and a job. Since hearing her, I’ve reflected on my own life and my 
time at Kurn Hattin. I have all the things she counts as blessings though they look a little different 
than hers. And I believe if we think about it most of us do as well.

The blessing I reflect on most is the family I’ve come to love at Kurn Hattin. When I had struck 
out more than once at the plate (parents’ divorce, too many babysitters, poor with what I thought 
were little resources with which to get ahead) someone steered my mom to look to Kurn Hattin. 
And I hit a triple (a home with much less turmoil, no crisis to concern me, a family to steer and 
guide me through the middle grades, lessons to learn, skills to build, faith to nurture, and academ-
ics to give me the edge I needed to recognize my gifts and talents).

Just as in baseball, March Spring Training brings back that sense of hope, a sense of rededication. 
Spring Alumni meeting gives all the KH graduates an opportunity to come home, meet former 
brothers and sisters, see the new members of the family, catch up with present staff on our time at 
Home, and recommit ourselves to the values and traditions learned there. 

No matter how we get to third base, home is just 90 feet away. Some have hit a sacrifice fly to get 
us home, others a single or double. Remember we’re just trying to get home.

~ Jackie (LaDue) Mallory ’54, Alumni Association President

F R O M  
T H E Alumni Association

Alumni D R O P - I N S :  0 2 / 2 8 / 1 2  –  0 6 / 1 5 / 1 2

Here is a list of Kurn Hattin Alumni  
who have stopped in for a visit recently.  
We hope more alums will just drop in!

JILLIAN BACON...................CLASS OF 2010
SAVANNAH BENOIT............CLASS OF 2010
KATE BORT...........................CLASS OF 2010
JOSHUA BREEN....................CLASS OF 2004
COURTNEY BUSSINO......... CLASS OF 2011
DEVIN BUSSINO................... CLASS OF 2011
DYLAN BUSSINO..................CLASS OF 2010
KYLE BUSSINO.....................CLASS OF 2009
MARVIN COBLE...................CLASS OF 1968
JESSICA CORMIA................ CLASS OF 2011
DEIONTE DAVIS................... CLASS OF 2011

MARANDA DEANE...............CLASS OF 2009
BRANDON FERNANDEZ....CLASS OF 2008
ADRYAN FOSTER.................CLASS OF 2008
JUSTIN FULLER...................CLASS OF 1987
LYSSA JACKSON..................CLASS OF 2008
HEATHER KAMPFER..........CLASS OF 2001
CODY LACKEY.....................CLASS OF 2009
JEFFREY MATTESON.........CLASS OF 2010
JORDAN ORTIZ.................... CLASS OF 2011
HANNAH PERRY..................CLASS OF 2010
NICHOLAS POSSIEL...........CLASS OF 2007
JASMIN (SEARS) QUEEN...CLASS OF 1986
LANCE A. SCANLON...........CLASS OF 1978
JENNICA SKIDMORE..........CLASS OF 2010
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End of the Tunnel

There is always light at the end of 

every tunnel. 

And, in fact, it is with you wherever 

you go.

Some people don’t think so because 

they don’t set goals and believe.

Where there is darkness, there is light 

and people just have to believe in 

themselves, and the light will guide 

them out of darkness.

There is always good that comes out 

of evil.

When there is no direction or light to 

guide you, there is always hope.

With the right thoughts, a little bit  

of light can conquer darkness and 

fear, and push through the barrier  

of darkness.

~ Krysta Gottfried, Grade 7

One Step at a Time

Life is like a map. You have paths, 
roads, and trails to discover.
In my opinion, I think life is like 
crossing the bridge to my dreams.
But the dream is a goal, and a goal 
involves taking some chances.
That is why you take one step at a 
time, to figure out who you really are.
Use the map of life to guide your soul 
into a new beginning.

Even though you may look at a per-
son as someone not worthy of your 
expectations, remember you could 
get stuck in the mud too. And if you 
were to realize that you could be 
friends, and even that your enemies 
have dreams.

People knock you down, but you will 
know to take one step at a time in 
order to get where you need to go.

~ Danielle LaBrecque, Grade 8
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Gift Profiles
Helen Kunzelmann was a gifted gardener. Decades of loving care were evident in every 
corner of the property surrounding her home in Old Bennington, Vermont. Throughout her 
life Helen’s nurturing spirit extended well beyond those borders, to care for those in her com-
munity who needed tending. When she passed away in 2011, she left significant bequests to 
charity, and Kurn Hattin was fortunate to be the recipient of a large, permanent bequest. This 
restricted bequest will be invested in our endowment, and the income will be used to help 
support services for children at Kurn Hattin Homes. Helen admired the work of Kurn Hattin, 
and was always interested to hear updates about certain children or about program enhance-
ments. She took an interest in our growth, and, as in her lifetime, provided sustenance so that 
Kurn Hattin would continue to thrive.

Across the country, another longtime friend of Kurn Hattin Homes, Tom LaClair, was con-
templating how he could permanently help Kurn Hattin. In his case, the ideal solution in-
volved a gift of real estate.  There are many considerations for a charity when accepting real 
estate as a contribution. Is there a mortgage? Will the charity be able to sell the property? 
Are there any liens on the property? Each charity has considerations which must be satisfied. 
Once Kurn Hattin was sure that this gift met our criteria, a wonderful win-win package was 
developed. The sale of the home provided an opportunity to invest the proceeds in a charita-
ble gift annuity, and Mr. LaClair now receives income for life on his generous donation, with 
the remainder going to Kurn Hattin Homes upon his death. Given in memory of his mother, 
the donor added to the contribution to create a gift eligible to name the Kurn Hattin Wellness 
Center in her name. 

These are just two examples of ways to support Kurn Hattin today, and in the future.  
Our ability to care for children who need help is dependent on your 
generosity. If you are interested in more information on ways to  
create a permanent gift for Kurn Hattin Homes, please call me at  
802-721-6963 or email csanderson@kurnhattin.org. I look forward to 
talking with you about the best plan for your circumstances. 

~ Connie Sanderson 
Director of Development and Public Relations

TWO DONORS CREATE LASTING 
LEGACIES FOR CHILDREN

Kurn Hattin would like to thank our corporate 
supporters for their good citizenship and offer 
them our sincere thanks. Donating between 
December 17, 2011 and June 15, 2012:

ALBURG GOLF LINKS *

BRYANT CHUCKING GRINDER  
FOUNDATION

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY EQUIPMENT  
INCORPORATED

CHROMA TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION

COMMUNITY FEED STORE

CONNEMAN & ASSOCIATES

DODGE & COX INVESTMENT MANAGERS

ELLIS MUSIC COMPANY

HB ENERGY SOLUTIONS *

IPG EMPLOYEE BENEFITS *

LAKE SUNAPEE BANK *

LAWTON FLOORING

THE MELANSON COMPANY  
INCORPORATED

MOTION INCORPORATED

PAUL’S PEST CONTROL

PEERLESS INSURANCE COMPANY

PINNACLEVIEW EQUIPMENT  
INCORPORATED

PRIME, BUCHHOLZ & ASSOCIATES  
INCORPORATED *

THE RICHARDS GROUP *

ROCKINGHAM CHARITIES LIMITED

R.O. BEARDSLEY INCORPORATED

SAVINGS BANK OF WALPOLE *

SPAULDING & MADDEN TAX SERVICES *

SUGAR RIVER BANK *

SYMQUEST GROUP INCORPORATED *

WESTMINSTER AUTO

* Golf Tournament Sponsors

T H A N K  YO U Corporate Supporters
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We are thankful for memorial contributions 
which help us help the children. The names  
of those being remembered appear in BOLD 
CAPITAL letters and are followed by the  
names of those who made the gifts. Bold  
names followed by a year indicate graduates 
of Kurn Hattin. The gifts listed were received 
between December 17, 2011 and June 15, 2012.

ROB ALLEN
Mr. Bill Fenn

LINDA ARTHUR
Ms. Elaine Folsom

PHILIP A. BACON, CLASS OF 1944
John & Sheri Harrigan
Mrs. Rochelle F. Jordan

MARIE BALDWIN
Ms. Lucy K. Baldwin

CATHERINE BARDWELL
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry L. Bardwell

JOHN P. BARRY
Mrs. Estelle Barry
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Pfadenhauer
Ms. Kathleen Pirruccello

OUR SON, WILLIAM E. BERRY
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Berry

BENJAMIN BRACKETT
Tom & Donna Fahner

DOROTHY BROWN
Mrs. Marion Wilson

PAUL CANAVAN
Daytona Beach Colony, NSNEW #108
Ms. Betsy R. Kuster
NSNEW Treasurer General
The Virginia Company Colony, NSNEW #143

SUMNER “SMOKY” COBB, CLASS OF 1935
Kurn Hattin Alumni Association

MY DAD, WILLIAM COOK, CLASS OF 1929
Helen Elizabeth Cook

PAUL CRANE
Gary & Debbie Briggs
Mr. & Mrs. John Spaeth III
Mrs. Janet S. Wilson

LEONARD E. CREWS
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry L. Bardwell
Mr. David Crews

BARBARA CUMMINGS
Norman & Rachel Chateauneuf

ELIZABETH DAILEY
Ms. Linda Merchant

CALVIN DANA
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Wells, Esq.

ANGELA DAY
Mr. Bill Fenn

JIM & MARGARET DUNCAN
Mr. & Mrs. William Gray

JOSEPH EITEN
Ms. Miriam R. Bierman

MY COUSIN, CHRISTOPHER TODD  
ELDREDGE, CLASS OF 1981
Ms. Kristine Costa

MY MOTHER, MARGARET ELLIOTT
Ms. Martha Elliott

WENDELL “PETE” FARNHAM,  
CLASS OF 1930
Mrs. Wendell Farnham

FRAN FENN
Mr. Bill Fenn

ALMON FLAGG
Mr. Kenneth Flagg

THELMA FREDERICK
Bellows Falls Women’s Club

DONALD FRISBIE, CLASS OF 1950
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Smith

RALPH B. GATES
Ms. Katsuko Sugiyama

HAROLD & DOROTHY GRAY
Mr. & Mrs. William Gray

REBECCA GRAY
Susan & Robert Tidlund

PAUL GREENWOOD, CLASS OF 1941
Ms. Kim Adams
Mr. Carl I. Greenwood

WESTON HADDEN
Ms. Lucy K. Baldwin

FLORENCE REED HALLWAY
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Wells, Esq.

LINDSAY P. HANCOCK
Carolyn & William Corbo

JEFF HATCH
William & Diane Harting

ROBERT H. HENRY III
Mrs. Joyce Miller

DAYTON ‘DOC’ HENSON, CLASS OF 1928
Mrs. Dayton M. Henson

DAVID HUGHES
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry L. Bardwell

GRACE JERSEY
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry L. Bardwell

JOSEPH & LILLIAN JUSCEN
William & Gail Christmas

REVEREND WILLIAM T. KEECH
Ms. Shirley Keech & Ms. Mary King

LYNDON H. KELLY, CLASS OF 1942
Ms. Margie Aira
David & Colleen Brownworth
Ms. Barbara Caraba
Mr. Ronald Combest
Steven & Genevieve Crofoot
Mr. & Mrs. Quentin S. Daly

Pat & John Dow
Art & Lila Eisenhower
Roel V. Floreg
Sylvia Gaines
Bob & Sue Goyette
Ms. Emily Hawkes
E. Gerry & Karen E. Hawkes
Mr. Frederick Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. James Kelly
Kurn Hattin Alumni Association
Terry & Joanne LaCasse
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Long
Bruce & Martha Merchant
Donald & Wendy Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. D. E. Niccum
Robert & Holly Pascoe
John & Rita Romano
Jack & Sue Shearon
Toni Sorel
Bud & Marilyn Spaulding
Warren & Janet Spaulding
Ms. Elaine Tracy
George & Betty Lou Valociek
Richard & Rose Walent
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Weichel
What To Do Circle of Woodstock King’s  
Daughters & Sons

DAVID L. KNIGHT
Richard & Charlene Knight

LEO LACROIX
Ms. Nancy K. Staniszewski

ROBINA LUCY LAUGHLIN
Dr. John Perry Hooker

DONALD H. LAWRENCE, CLASS OF 1944
Mrs. Donald Lawrence

FRED J. MATTESON, CLASS OF 1982
Ms. Margaret Dodge
Diane Hunter & Barbara Hunter
Alison Fillmore-Parker & Paul Parker
Ms. Eileen M. Our

MemorialG I F TS

MEMORIAL GIFTS CONTINUED
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HonorG I F TS

CAROLYN MCAULIFFE
Mrs. Priscilla Carpenter

OLIVE MILLER
Mr. Bill Fenn

THOMAS E. MILLS
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore LeBlanc

JOSEPH MISKULIN
Mr. Donald R. Inglis

BENJAMIN MOSELY
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy J. Wells, Esp

DONALD MUSGROVE
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry L. Bardwell

NATHALIE NELSON
Mr. Patrick Beasley
The Bellows Falls Polish-American Club
Ms. Sarah Cahill
Ann Maria & Ron Cibroski
Mr. Robert DiCarlo
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Feeney
George & Linda Jeffrey
Mr. James Kane
Ms. Anna M. Kelly
James & Jane Kelly
Bob & Judy Kenyon
Ms. Gail La Buda
Mr. Brett Mirliani
Ms. Ila Mitchell
Harry & Helen Nelson
Ms. Margaret O’Brien
William & Marlene O’Connor
Brian & Kerry Pickering
Ms. Nancy K. Staniszewski
Kris & Bill Tyson & family
Wayne & Lois Whidden
Mrs. Claire White
Ms. Doreen Woodward

PRISCILLA NORTON
Mrs. Sophia W. Healy

 

OTTO F. OBERHELMAN
Mrs. Otto Oberhelman

ROBERT W. OWENS, JR
Dr. William H. Warren, Jr.

ISOLDE “IZZY” PARDA
Michael & Jane Collier

NORAH PAYNE
Ms. Margaret A. Bylone
James & Colleen Grout
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Youngs

SHIRLEY ANN PEASE
NSNEW Treasurer General
Three Flags Colony, NSNEW #150

PATRICIA PLYM
Mrs. Mary Fenn

ALBERT & ARLENE POTTER
Albert & Patricia Potter

CARL & BERTHA SAUTER
Ms. Joy E. Ingham

JEAN SEELEY
William & Diane Harting

ALICE & HAROLD SHATTUCK
Ms. Barbara Greenough

MERTON R. & BERTHA SNOW
Mr. & Mrs. Merton J. Snow

ALVIN SOUTHWICK
Anonymous

HENRY STICKNEY, CLASS OF 1912
Mr. John W. Stickney

JOHN STICKNEY, CLASS OF 1910
Mr. John W. Stickney

WILLIAM STICKNEY, CLASS OF 1910
Mr. John W. Stickney

MY GRANDFATHER,  
E. C. “TOMMY” THOMAS
Penni Thomas

JOHN R. WAITE, CLASS OF 1952
Mr. & Mrs. David Allbee
Carol A. Austin & W. Robert Johnson
Beck & Bellucci, Inc.
Ms. Kathleen D. Cooke
John & Ellen Gomarlo
Kurn Hattin Alumni Association
Isabelle & Kim Mann
Ms. Judith Miller
Neil & Carleen Pelsue, Jr.
David & Leona Smith
Patricia C. Smith & Larry C. Robinson
Millard & Joan Waite
Wednesday Morning Breakfast Group – Brian 
C., Dick C., Art F., Bernie N., Everett M., Dave 
P., Larry R., Mike T., and Sue Sprague Fisher, 
our server

KEITH WALLACE
Rosina Wallace

JOHN F. WATSON
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Ackerman
Tom & Donna Fahner

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gunnerson
Mr. Curtis Hodgkins
Mr. James Hodgkins
Kurn Hattin Alumni Association
Mr. & Mrs. David J. Maysilles
Linda & Robert Ryan
Mr. Anthony Watson
Caleb & Sheri Watson

FRANK W. & CLAIRE R. WHITCOMB
Miss Carol Whitcomb

MURIEL WILLIAMS
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Brown

THE WOODHULL FAMILY
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Woodhull Jones

JAMES WOODHULL, CLASS OF 1928
Anonymous
Mr. Richard Woodhull & Ms. Deborah Tumey

MY MOTHER, JOANNA WOODHULL 
WEEKS, CLASS OF 1927
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander F. Morze

MEMORIAL GIFTS CONTINUEDMEMORIAL GIFTS CONTINUED

A gift to the Homes may also honor a  
memorable occasion in someone’s life.  
A wedding anniversary, arrival of a new baby,  
a birthday, a promotion or retirement – all  
offer an opportunity to commemorate those who 
have touched the lives of others. Kurn Hattin 
will be pleased to notify the person(s) about  
your kind gesture at your request.

IN HONOR OF KRISTEN AYRES
Connie Moser

IN HONOR OF CINDY BACIGALUPO
Ms. Melissa Fisher

IN HONOR OF CHRISTOPHER W. BARRY
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Choukas, Jr.
Mrs. Otto R. Oberhelman

IN HONOR OF LISA BIANCONI
Mrs. Leslie Canavan

IN HONOR OF CAROL CENA & BOB JONES
Mrs. Diana Lupien Belcher-Bacon

IN HONOR OF THE CLASS OF 2012
Ms. Anne K. Cleveland

IN HONOR OF MR. & MRS. JAMES DELARY
William & Diane Harting
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IN HONOR OF LINDA DELIDUKA
Gini Milkey

IN HONOR OF JUDITH & VINCENT  
ENRIGHT
Mrs. Diana Lupien Belcher-Bacon

IN HONOR OF THOMAS FAHNER
Charles & Mary Fuqua

IN HONOR OF KIM FINE  
ON HER BIRTHDAY
Mrs. Anne Keppler
Suzanne Temple & Kazuya Hashiyama

IN HONOR OF SUSAN GARLAND  
IN LIEU OF CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rounds

IN HONOR OF THE HANRAHAN FAMILY  
IN LIEU OF CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rounds

IN HONOR OF MR. & MRS. GERALD  
HARTING
William & Diane Harting

IN HONOR OF BETTY HENRY  
ON HER BIRTHDAY
Tom & Donna Fahner

IN HONOR OF THE HOLLOWAY FAMILY  
IN LIEU OF CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rounds

IN HONOR OF WENTWORTH HUBBARD
Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Lamson

IN HONOR OF DONALD R. INGLIS,  
CLASS OF 1941
Ms. Doris M. Tazelaar

IN HONOR OF CHRISTIAN KORPELA
Jon & Suzanne Korpela

IN HONOR OF MELISSA KORPELA
Jon & Suzanne Korpela

IN HONOR OF LEO E. LAWRENCE,  
CLASS OF 1943
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Ryan

IN HONOR OF JANET “SIS” LEWIS
Charlotte Lewis-Hankus & Julian Hankus

IN HONOR OF BARBARA MATTESON  
ON HER BIRTHDAY
Ms. Barbara E. Knapp

IN HONOR OF EDWARD POTTER
Savings Bank of Walpole

IN HONOR OF MR. & MRS. JAMES  
PRETTITORE
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Roth

IN HONOR OF THE MARRIAGE OF  
MARGOT ROBERTS & CHARLES HAKES
Ms. Phyllis Z. Craib
Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Monte
Ms. Elizabeth Reynolds
Glenn & Susan Williams

IN HONOR OF RON ROSCOE
Mr. Abraham McAllister

IN HONOR OF CONNIE SANDERSON
Christ Church Women’s Fellowship

IN HONOR OF ELIZABETH SANTOLI  
ON HER 90TH BIRTHDAY
Debbie Greco Cohen
Connie & Lee Sanderson

IN HONOR OF  
ELISABETH FENNIMAN TOBEY
Mr. John Fenniman

IN HONOR OF RUTH VERY
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry L. Bardwell

IN HONOR OF BOBBI VIOLETTE’S  
DEDICATION TO KURN HATTIN
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Violette

IN HONOR OF SANDI YANDOW
Gini Milkey
  

HONOR GIFTS CONTINUED

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
David Maysilles, President Walpole, NH*
William Abbott Keene, NH
Jerry L. Bardwell Middleboro, MA*
Diane Bazin Westminster, VT
Gary Carrier Brattleboro, VT
Patrick Crotty Westmoreland, NH
John Hubbard Walpole, NH
Charles Kelsey, Vice President Deerfield, NH
Elizabeth Woodhull Maiola Newport, NH 
Rick Manson Brattleboro, VT
Walter B. Menzel Tiburon, CA*
Michael J. Obuchowski Montpelier, VT
Malcom Streeter Westminster, VT
Roberta Woodhull Violette New London, NH
Trudy Walker Great Barrington, MA
Ronald M. Williams, Vice President Madison, CT*
Janet Wilson Walpole, NH

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
G. Carrier, C. Kelsey, D. Maysilles,  
E. Maiola, R. Williams 

SECRETARY OF THE CORPORATION
Elizabeth Woodhull Maiola Newport, NH

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
George Nostrand Bellows Falls, VT

TREASURER
Janet Wilson Walpole, NH

MASSACHUSETTS  
CORPORATION OFFICERS
Marilyn E. Moore, President Peabody, MA
Ruth L. DeMone, Clerk Peabody, MA
Robert Sinclair, Treasurer Middleton, MA

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Christopher W. Barry, M. Ed
Executive Director
Eileen Brown, RN 
Director of Health Services
Thomas G. Fahner, M.S.
Deputy Director
Stephen R. Fitch, M.A.
Financial Manager
Jennifer Jacobs, M.A.
Director of Counseling
Susan Kessler, M. Ed.
Director of Admissions
Karen Lansberry, B.S.
Director of Residential Services
Connie Sanderson, CFRE
Director of Development & Public Relations 
Scott Tabachnick, M. Ed.
School Principal

*Alumnus/alumna

New England 
K U R N  H A T T I N  H O M E S 

Founded and incorporated in 1894

M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T  
Kurn Hattin Homes transforms the lives 
of children and their families forever.
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